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Fitz-Harys's Laſt Sham detefted: Ot, A Vindication of His 
Sacred Majeſty from thoſe foul Aſperſions caft upon him by 
that impudent Libel called, Fitz-Harys's laſt Confeſſion, 
ft under his own Hand, and publiſhed by Dr. Hawkins: 


By a truly Loyal Subjedt. 


—  — —— 


Ora mortis, hora weritatis, is an uſual Saying, and the Produf of a Chriftian 

Charity, preſuming all Men to be Men, and to have knowledge of an Eternal 

State, and ſome ilread of God upon their Souls: bur it faileth in ſeveral Ca- 

ſes. 1. Where Perſons in that hour have no juft uſe of their Reafon; and fo 

ſpeak they know not what, 2, Where the Perfon is not ſure of his Death, 

but is muzzled up in an hope of Life, if he will ſpeak to ſich a ſenſe. 3. Where 

the Perſon is ignorant, or Atheiftical; either not knowing. or not believing 

an Etern:l State. Or, 4. Wicte the Party, thcugh believing an Eternal State, yet is perſua- 
ded, that the ncareRt way to it is by ſpeaking falſe, to ſave the Repute of a $h.m-Religion, into 
which he hath been Paptized, and in which he hath lived, In the firſt Caſe, the ſanic Reaſon 
that alloweth no grcat Credit to be given 1 «ne zz or drank, In his Fits, while he liveth, w.ll 
ſo diſcharge our Charity for giving their Lying Words no more credit, The Reaſon for the 


ſecond is as plain, becauic the onely Reaſon of Mens charitable Preſumption in that Caſe, is 


our ſancy of the Perſons Aphrehenſion, that he is preſently going before the Tribunal of the 
juſt Judge of the whole Farth, who hath told us, that all Ziars Ball go into the Lake which burns 
with Fire and Brimſione, Now he who hath no fuch Apprehenhon, hath no more credit du* to 
his Words dying, than when he was living : nay, ſo much lefs, as he ralueth Life, which he 
hopes may be nrolonged by Lying, For the third, whoſo confidercth, that the Reaſon why 
ir.ty dires more credit to the Words of a dving than of a living Man, is, becauſe it pre» 
fumcs a Chriſtian, ple fl] with the belicfof an Immortal State, and Eteraity, an of the truth 
Holv Writ, will withour difticuity underſtand why the Words of a dying Man, that cither 
goth aot know, or, though he hath heard ſuch things, yet accounteth them Romantigue, deterve 
p more credit than they had dic to them when the Perſon was aft furtheſt diſtance from His 
Tatter-end 3 eſpecially if he ſ-ffercth a; a Malefactor : for though it may be he either knoweth 
pot or believcth not that he hath an Jmmortal Soul, capable of eternal Happineſs or Miſery, yet 
cannot hut know that his Repute will out-live him, and when he is dead he will be yer ſpo- 
05, ant his Relations elſo will be a little concerned in the Worlds Diſcourtes of him, may 

{!r 'e preſumed, not knowing of any inconvenience from falſe Diſcourſes tending to that 
end, + lie for his and his Families and Friends Reputation, And in the fourth Caſe it is as vlain, 
#7 ting a Man to believe-an Eternity, and the lmmortallity of the Soul in Bliſs or Miſery ; 
cx * h» believeth that the'neareſt way in his State to that BliGs, is to rell Lies for the Glory of 
Jo. (5 be *4 perſuaded), to uphold the Reputation of the Church (the oncly true Apoſtolick 
Chih), 5nd the truc Catholickh Religion, he hath all the reaſon in the World, and it is a great 
"ce &f hi, Religion, to die witha Lic in his Mouth; that is, an highly officious List and ſo far 
*- ginilt, hat it becometh meritorious, The third of theſe is the Caſe of too many who are 
go p7.,feft P-pifts, Some (cores die by the Hand of the Executioner every year, boldly denying 
what mult be true, or double the number of them (not tainted with any ill Repute) mult be 
per)» £1; andan cif? Judgment will determine, That a double or treble number of Perſons, of 
$no1 1 Inte xrity, are rather to he believed upon their Oaths, than half or a third part of that 
rmber are, wh have been ignorant and Atheiſtical Perſons (of norepute) during the time of 
heir T,i\ cs, dying without any ſenſe of their other Sins, or dne knowledge of the Principles 
f Relizion 3 which hat!; put me into ſome admiration of the Credulity of ſome amongſt us, 
ho will ſ often ſay of Perſons prof. {ſing our own Religion, (though they hare died denying 
the F..&i for which they have die"! ) 7onbtleſs they were guilty, whatever they ſaid at the Gallows ; that 
bey ſhould {5 eaſtiv cre. t Pap./'s dving !erds, contrary to the moſt evident proof; eſpecially 
nſ:dering, that by the Princip! 5 of Popery, 29d the Determination of the generality of thcir 
DireAors of Conſciencer, Papilts may tcll Lies inan hundred Caſes, and in ſome Cales ought to 
lo it ; which is dire&ly contrary to all the —_—_— of that Religion which Proteſtants profels. 
fourth is the C:ſe of 7.zp:/s, v. ho do not onely judge that jeroſe Lies are no Sins, and officious 

es (to ſave themſelves, without wronging others) but verial Sins ; but pernicious Lies allo, ſuch 

$ are to the injicry of others, and the vielation of Fuſtice, in many Cales, cither net Sint, or very 
le ones, attoned preſently by Confehon 3 as, in cale they do not tend to ſome notab/? damage of 
bers + of which I hope their Priefts muſt be Judges. He ni will read in Engliſh what their Di- 
vines ſay in this Caſe, mav find ic ina Book called The Prafticil Divinity of Papiſts, p. 243,249, 
ad if any defire to have it from the Pens of their Divines them(iclves, he ſhall find them rhere 


quoted to his full fatisfaftion, And it it be meritericus tolie for the Catholick Cauſe, Iving with 


them in their hour of death, for the Credit of their Church or pretended Religion, is plainly the nearcſt 
way the MilefaQtors of that Religion can take to go to Heaven, But yet when any of theſe Pere 
ſons tell or write Lies, at ſuch a diſtance ſrom the hour of their Death, that they have time to 
mile Confeſicn and take 4bſolutien, according to their Religious Principles, they are as innotent as the 
Cbi/4 anhcrn, $0 that 1 confeſs I have not been much affected with the Writings, or pretended 
Writin"s, or Speeches of Men of this Religion, ſome ſhort time before their Death, of in their 

ine hour; and have had a great temptation upon me to think, that thoſe Proteſtants who have 
been moved at them, have been very ignorant of their Principles, or at beſt too much Inclinable 


totheir Religion; they would never elſe at that rate defame their own Religien, by denving or 
| - | 
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queſtioning the truth of what hath been ſaid by thoſ- who have heen bred ani! 1:74 in the Pro. 
feſhon of it, and credited the Remiſh Religion, by a credulity of-auy thing the Proteilors of that 
ſay, becauſe (forſooth) they areDyiag Words ; as if Proteſtants might (1 am ſure/by their Prin: 
ciples they, May not) de with in their Nouths ; but Papiſts. (whp by their: Phinciples may, 
and perhaps ought) may not dothe fame. But —_ all the mbR_nutorions 'Sh.zhts bF-rhiv na- 
tyre, . therd hath been npyc | foplanfl Inpedgyit as that Which we tiave ina lats Pamphlet. entity. 
led, The Confeſton of Edward Fitz-Warys Eſq; written with his opn Hand, and deliver ed to Dr Hawkins 
Minifter,invhe Tower, y. July, 1681. being the day of bis Execution, ' » T 35 of 

I muſt confels, I have often wondred that the Magiſtrates of this Ncble City, bring Men of 6 
great Loyalty and Inregrity,andwho haye lately been rcflettcd on for ſuffering Pun bets with ill Re- 
tiexions-to His Majeſty to be printed and fold, have nor before this time bo.\nd 047 to the Seſſions 
the Pabliſhers of that impudent Pamphlct, which rctic&3 upon His Majettv to a degree beyond 
agy Pamyhlet that 1 have met with, and luch a one as no goed Subief ong).t th has ices fore 
For, confadering that the Trial and Execaution-of that wretched Pilain were £07! act d by His 
| Maj: ty, hemuit have entertained molt vile Thoughts of His Majeity, that cau beligge -:t3- Harys, 
ſaying, ———4s te the Crimes for which | die, { was no further concerned inibe Liber EM: 
PLOYED to give.the King notice of what Libels and other Accuſations were ag-inſi him - / 10 this 
int-«t, and no other, I endeavoured to get this Libel. 7 his he repeats again in {is Speedy t his Exc. 
cution 3 and he further tells:the Reader, Mrs. af was ſhe by whoſe H nu ke” conveyed ſich 
Eixls, and he was taken with this Libel whule he was going to my Loi c/arende;; or Hye. Can 
ary who hath one dram in him either of, Loyalry or Keaſon, believe this ? And will .nut all the 
World byatl admire the Loyalty, Reaſon, or Pelicy of him who was the Mar-Midni/e to this £arious 
P.,viz let, and the Spanſor tor it $00 ? 

Aſter. ſach an avowed Piece of Villiny and Falfhool as tliis, is it at a!l ty he admired, that he 
fait!) a3aindmy Lord Heward, br indeed any other + All which may be reafonabtly pretumed as 
true, as thag he hid ro cther comeern in the Libel than what he mentioneth : ſor, if hc had xo concern 
in the firſt, compciing of ity. or adding to it, or difpct ting of it, they muſt have itrange Appre- 
henfons of their Sove:cign, that will think ke ſhorld tor a Picce of Zeyaity and Service, diredt 
thi- Man's Trya/ .nd Execution, He who can believe this, may cahly bclieve what he laitl clſe, 
\ hich cannot i #:..nahly be thought to be norg truc than: this ile and ſcandalous Story, having 
as nc, ycamoic, 11: Emphaſis of Dying Words (for it is repeated at his Execution again) than 
any thing elie he 14 B:t it *- evid-nt, that hz who drew up that Paper, had a thoutand times 
more r-g1cd to the Repetorion vi a Roman Catholick, and the Reputation of the Church and Reli- 
gion 0' Rome, than to th Reputation and Honor of His Sacred Marefly, His mcſt Honeurable Crun- 
cl, and the. Kew «2d jurges: And thole that publiſh or vouch it, tall not much lels under the 
ſame 1.1þ civn, 

What Ererard is, or what Perts he-hath tq fit him to'draw Libels, I cannot tell; but jt is not 
prohable that the tug, or His Honourable Council, or -His Judges, bcheved a word of what he 
ſaith, That be had the. ibel from, Exerard; for then Everard, in nead of bcing pardoned, and uted 
as a Witneis, had donhtleſs been indicted and proſecuted as the Princij..l, in as feul a picce of 
Villany as ever was acted upon an Eng! fþ Theatre. For it had been the higheſt Injuitice imegin-ble, 
to have procceded [0 ſeverely 2gaintft an Accclary, (yca, nv Acccflaty, if whet he faid befurc of 
his Employ be true) and to have let the Principal go Free, 

For what he faith of my Lord Howard, I fhall leave it to time t» diſcover the trith or ſalſhocd 
of it; but it 1s all prefaced with ſuch an apparent Lie 25 tc had jult before told abo'it the Livel, 
and his onely concern in it, Admit my Lord Howard had had or knywn of | ©; a D:irn as he 
mentions, it 15 hard to imagine what could mpve him to communicate it to luch. 2 Fctow, + ho 
he lived up 13 others Trenchers, and wzs nof I:kely to have advantaged it by hs Purſ-; fo having 
never r:{en h'g\-r in Military Afirs than an ordinary Captain or Enjign (in which Employ his 
famous Mil'trry FE ploits are yctto be made known to the World too) it is 2$ hard to concrire 
how he c« 1:4 ad: antoge it by his Arms or Intereſt; fo as ne that live abroad in the Wor 1d can- 
not fancy n:v Lord Howard ſhould communicate ſuch thinzs to him, unleſs his Lor ſhip had a mind 
to capacitate a V.” nels or two to take away his Life, of which I never hcacd that his Lordſhip 
had rear fu vc WCeArY, 

'isnexr Pa: 127 :ph ſufficiently refletts upon our two Sheriffs. Men known toall the City to 
' be tNien of Izt-7+4y and Trath : He Fiich they came to him in Newgate (that is, March 15, for 
a*rer that they ſay lin not, he was the next day removed to th? Tewer ,) he laith. They told bim 
that ' » 91 to be trie! within three or four days [ that muſt he at ſurtneſt by March 14.] That the Pee 
ple weula Proſecute h11i, and the Parliament would Impeach bim, Within a ſew Lines atter, he laith 
1's Sheriffs broug  1ftraflions, which they ſaid came from the Lords and Commons, who met that day in 
0r ler to AM: rc]s tothe King tn bis beha/f,, if be fhould confirmabe Inflrudtiuns. Fitz-Harys could nit 
bur L434, that the Partbament was Pruclaimed to meet at Oxford, March 21. The Sher:#/s came 
to i. the Tenth of March, to inform him he would be Tried by the Fourteenth of March, and 
th.-t not at the Suit of the King (which might have heen true), but at the Proſecution of the Pec- 
ple, upon the Impeachment ot the Commons, which could not peſhbly be till March 24, or 25+ 
For they met 5ut the 21, and two or three days miſt at Ieait be allowed them to ſwear their 
Mem ers, and ſ:ttle th-ir Great Committees, before they could think of Impeachments. Now 
is it nut likely that the Sherifls ſhould cell him a Story which himſelf could not but know was 
_ imp. file, and they muſt know was no leſs than a molt impudent Lie ? 
In the next place he refles upon our Renowned Kecorder £ He: brings him in (wearing, Gods: 
wounds, what were you ever but a Rogue? Let all who ever converlcd with Sir George tſtific, whes 
thcr he he a Perſon cyer uſed his Tongue to ſuch a Dialett : It is not very probable that lis ficit 
Oath ſhuuld be Geds-gounds, eſpecially to a Priſoner, and upon no further Provocation than the 
Paper mentioneth. 

The Integrity of Sir Robert Clayton ani Sir Geor ge Trebv is too well known, for any but Pap:;/ts to 
b*lieve they would cither of them follicit ot ſubborn Men againſt the Duke, and the Lords Bet- 
{:ſis, Arundel, and Pewis; bct1 les that Sir George Treby knew ſo much of what was depoſed _ 

; [4 


. 
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the Cominiitee of Secrciie, that he conl{ not bur K6OWw, that 2gainſt the Lor.ls in the Tower there 
was no need of ſich Arts for Witncfles, more than againſt Lord Stafford, if his Conſcience 
would have diſpenſed with ſuch Villany, : = ns 

But the impudent Author of that Pamphlet will not allow Sir George the Diſcretion of an ordina- 
ry Petti-Confſtable 3” for (if any body would believe him) either Sir Gear ge, or my Lord Shaft $b4ry 
(who, by the way, was not in Newgate with him} ſaid'to him, You &now more of theſe Matters thn 
any Man, Then he addeth, Sir George would have bad me f eak to the Conſult, That the Duke was at 
it, the Lords Arundel, Bellaſis, and Powis were at it ; you hav? ſeen them go to it at St. Jameſes, w1th- 
out doubt they were there: DO TOU BUT $47 IT, WE HAVE THOSE THAT WILL SIWE AK IT. 
fir Geer ge is a Perſon not onely of known Integrity, but alſo Skill in the Laws, and is looked 
upon as a Perſon not ordinarily verſed in Men. Would any filly Conftable of a Pariſh have ſp0- 
ken this Language to one that had been his Priſoner * Or was there ever any ſuch Intimacy bc- 
twixt Fitz-Harys and Sir Geer ge, 35 he could be preſumed to have thus expoſed his Honour and 
Repntation to him ? Or could Sir George (had he been never ſo viciouſly diſpoſed) have fach a 
confidence in a Vilhin, who but a day or two before had been accuſed of High-Treaſen by Sir 
William Willer, Wc? IF ever the Pe; :/5 Fetion were infatuated in any thing, it certainly was in 
this, in publiſhing to the World a Story, which if any crednlous Fool could imagine the leaſt truth 
in, yt a Man of the 1e.ft ſenſe moſt judg> it to have ſuch degrees of improbability in it, as a 
known Lic might have expel an cafier Credit.to, 

For what he fith nezt, retro ting whar he had ſaid about Sir Edmondbury God/rey's Murther, 
andthe Fail of Poly, 3c, it nt have obtained ſome credit with ſome, had no: it been known, 
that Sr 7 lroadoury was Nm hy murthered in Somerſet-houſe : and that bef1d-2s the abundant 
E: "F -taitt Papiſts murchering him, it is moſt certain alſo, that thoſe of that Religion 
wore 21191 1.9 raiſed the Reports, Thit he was alive, and gone to marry Mrs. Offlet : Then, That he 
pas a el uncholy Man, and bid murthered bimſclf: And had they not lately found out one to witnels 
rt him donn, With abundince of more Circumſtances of that nature 2 Though what Conſults 

Morations were previgus to it, I know not of any that diſcovered, till Firg-Hary; appear'd : 
And Gor his Faying now, 27 3.25 put #20 it, he fhoutd have done well to have ſaid by whom; for 
tertiin if is, that what he aid of this nature was in Weſtminfter- hill, at his Arraignment, many 
Wals on wr the Recorder, or Sir Robert Clayton, or the Sheriffs had ſpoke to him, In his Examina« 
tiets before Sir George 7 ey an Sir Rebert Cl:yton, 10 March, he ſaid no more than that De Puy 
told 1.7m, Thit that Mwnth.r mi conſulted at Windſor 3 and that in Appil, 1680, Kelly told him at 
(iliis, Thit bewas ene of the Perſons concerned in the Murther, and that the ſame was dove much in man« 
wr 5 Prance bid related it. After that time he could not be put upon it by any that went to 
tim to News ate. 

For the Farl of Darby, beſiles the Reflexion caſt upon kim by the Narrative of Mr. Ch itepher 
Kiris, which tells us, That upon Auguſt 13. Mr. Kirkby prefented His Majeſty with the Firſt 
Difovery, hronght him by Dr. Tenge, who referred Mr, Kirkby to the Earl of Danby, ordering 
Dr, once 394 Mr. Kirkby to wait on the Earl the next Morning, 44guft 14. which they did ; but 
pat iins was done in it, nor a Perſon apprehended of fix Weeks after, and that upon artother 
I n'tion, given into Sir Fdmondbury GodPrey, Sept. 6. Sir Edmondbury Godfrey read not the 1g- 
{1 1tion, 4s apyears by the Narrative, it having been Three Weeks before delivered to the 
F -1o” Danbye September 25. (ſaith that Narrative) was the firſt time Sir Edmn4bury Godfrey read 
the {- »12atiens, when alſo he took the Copy of them; then began the Prolecution, full Six 
Weees oft +» the Farl of Darby firft had them + 'This begat in ſome, ſame hard thoughts of the 
Firl + bt yot fo free was the Proteflzet Party from charging the Earl of Derby with that Guilt, 
that wh-1 4 $!;cet of Paper came out, called, Reflexions on the Exrl of Danby, with reference to that 
Murther, 2 Vindication of him from that Charge was alſo publiſhed, by him that put out Mr. Ki: 4- 
hs Narrrtive,. an! exdinacily told with it: many ſober Perſons apprehending, that the Defign 
of that 7 per r{fl-fting on his 7 or tfrp was meerly Popifh, that the Papiſts by it might throw on 
the Ewl the OGem of that Mirther, Though it was true, the Publ ſher of that aper ſeemed 
not to an{wer ali tht vos in the Piper cf Reflexions 3 for though it ſufficiently vindicates the Er/ 
from any Capacity of Concoalizont of Troxſon, His Mz'efty having had the firſt Information, aud 
giving the Frl the Inform! on; bronght to him; yet others thonght it. did not vindicate him 
from the Ner-j Ceaticr of tht Informitions from 4ttpyft 14. to Septemb. 23, and not proſecuting it 
then unt'l Sir Z.cncrdbury Colllrry had received the” ſame Taſcrmaticns, and given them in to the 
Coun ft, keeping a Copy of tim: And many wontdred that there was nothing ſaid to what 
was ſvg:ofted in that Pol ty {Nat Sir Felnondbary Gotfrey dincd at the Earl of Danby's that day in 
which: ws murtherod; ant that none is vet difovered who faw him that Afternoon, after he 
had bucn in Nr. Chrifticn' Company (ko was my Tord of Danhy's Gentleman) till he was murther- 
el, Pat it ſuſticientiy +ppe 11s 1: Tittle any confidlerable Proteſtants judged my Lord of Danby 


co-op in that prattcr, NN Fig 77orys him {lt diſcovered what he here retratts, Here any 
mo Te how Teety ho was to be put upon it, untels it were by his Cenfſeſor, who might have a 
E: - tio te he Ofamof that foul At from off their Church or Patty. 


He 0. frether, And rwhit 1 ſaid conerning Fitz-Patrick was ferced out of me, and what I ſzid 
gont-rning bim is not true, Tins Jooks tf like an Interpolation of a Pep;fþ Prieft (to clear their 
Church), a3 it is hardly poſſible any ſhou! 1 believe it ta be any other, Who charged Fitz-Patrick? 
or th011; ht him more concerned in this Flot than molt of their Prieſts, till Firz-Harys ficſt ſtained 
his Rom tation £ Row then coulll any bady force an Accuiation of him out of him ? 

Ne doth his Farther c<:!1ing of God ard all bis Angels to witneſs the Truth of what be ſaid, or þis 


renounting Mercy at the bands of Ged Alniq bty, at all contr ibut? to the Credit of what be ſaid: For there | 


are overt! Lies in it, evident to all our Fngliſh Worl4 ; and thoſe kind of Appeals and Afteſta- 
tions, v-h-re the Matter is fo, ftznifte nothing, but that ſuch of that Religion as uſe them ade 
Ath«ijls a8 well as Papijſis, or have a grett confidence in their Confeſors 43ſolutions after ſuch Con- 


feſſions : Ani it may be, to give ſome duc time for ConfrHon and 43ſolation after ſuch notorious | 


thin”s, it is of late that they have rather choſen to write ſomething aforchand, than to ſpeak 
much at the Hour of the Execution, _ 
" 
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It much; att.wis fume credulous Purfons, tht ty if tie bee inniny of bs Countifon, declareth, 
That be 40th prefeſs and declare bis Religion in the 210) al 0 be 14t wok Dit? brwn 311y nnd anciently 
deliver:d in the Four ft Genecal Councibs 3 art in particular, my Belief 15 tat true _ a Chri. 
ſtian briefiy contained in thoſe Three Creeds commonly called The Apoſtles Creed, St. Athanafs's, ang 
The Nicene Creed. And | die a Member, and in the Conmunion of Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, 
beping for Mercy through the alone Merits of the Paſſion cf our Lord and Saviour 2 Chrift, ©" / 

Whether Ntz-Harys was of Parts enough to draw up this Confeſhon himlelf, or who drew it 
for him, I cannot tell; ſure I am, it was drawn with ſubtlety enough, and I fear with more 
ſubtlety than ſincerity, The Deſign perceive is to leave-us in the dark, as to making any judg. 
ment whether he dicd a Proteſtant or a Papiſt, That he did not dic a Preteiant Difenter is evident 
enough ; for although any of them would at thcir death have proſefſ-d their hope for Merg 
through the alone Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, and alſo have agreed to the Articles of Faith exprefled inthe 

Three Creeds ; yet none of them would (eſpecially having not read the Four frſt General Gouncily) 
dying, have declared their Faith at adventures, according to what they Dccreed ; nor admitte 
any General in this Caſe, but the Defrine contained in Holy Writ. $025 the Scufflc a'zout this Mar's 
Bones muſthe betwixt Dr, Hazkips and the Romifſh Priefts ; the onc on the behalf of the Church of 
Enplind, the other on the behalf of the Church of Rome: nor dare 1 determine who hath the 
Right, For, both Papifts and knowing, Proteftints are agreed in the DoCtrine contained in the 
Three Crerds 3 both Parties will own a Communion of Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church 3; both of 
them will d-clare their hope for Mercy through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt : The Word | alone ] is all the 
Papiſt will tumble at : and, when they come to die, they will, in conformity to their great C&- 
dinal Bellarmine, o'an that too, as the ſafeſt, So as nothing appears from this Paragraph (too 
ſubtlely trawn for a Soldicr of Fortune to be indeed the Author of the Draught) but Ktz-Hys 
might dic a P.zziſt or a Preteſt int. 

But though I believe this Confeſhon calculated for the purpoſe to give credit to a Proteftaat 
Pl:t, yet it wi!! not reach the Ead; far in the firſt Words of his Examination, taken befote 
Sir Hecrge Treby and Sir Robert Clayton, May 1. 16%1, he ſaith, That be was born in Ireland, and js 
the Sen cf Sir Edward Fitz-Harys; and that be 25 bred, and ts a Roman Catbolic', $0*that while he 
was a Plett or, weare ſure he was a Papiſt, from his own Conſeſhon ; and it is not Iikely he wa 
any other when he told fo many Lizs for the Credit of the Romzn Carbolick Caulc, as he hath 
done in his Cenfeſicen, Let them that defire ſuch a Member of their Church, rcjoyce in his 
Memo», 

That v hich: i: m1oft to he admired is, to ſez the Midwifery of a Defor of the Church of Eng: 
Lind to this Mcyfter (if not Brſtara), and th- various Arts exprefled in his Atteſtation, to put» 
ſaadc the Worli that the Contents are true. He tells ns, he was perfeftly by hinr firft convinted 
that there was no hopes of I ife for him; (fo as hedid ir not, it ſeems, to ſave his Lite.) Indeed 
he might ho: c Leen perfettly convinced of this long fince : The Commons in Parl:ament could 
not do it * fur as they had Impeached him, ſo they were hound in Hononr to make their Charge: 
go00-!, The Lords were not like to have found fo notorious a Malefaftor Not guilty + and hes 
dying Rc fl:xions upon His Majerty Ict all th:World ſee,he could have no hope of Mercy trom him, 
B it what his Wife might, " ma ſome Suggeſtions of Perſons of her own Sev, veriuade him, 
who bnows - An therefore how Dr Azzkins cold afſare the World he was fo perfe!y convinced 
there was no hope cf Mercy fer bim, I cannot teil, 1 much leſs undeiftind to what purpote the 
ſame Dor tells us of his Lne:ling down and proteſting the truth of ſeveral Paragraphs, unleſs it 
were to indi:ce the Werld to believe he ſpoke rruth: when it is impoſſile any ſhud believe it, 
that hath any reverent or indeed decent thoughts of His Majcſty, or that will not believe Hb 
M :jefties Privy-Council and*Miniſters of Juſtice ſo unrighteons, as to puniſh the 4cceſſ;ry, and let the 
Pr:ncip.:1 go free: nay, ſo ſeverely to puniſh one that vvas no Acceſry, biit a Servont to His Ma+ 
jc, an r11:t bv the appointment of ſome, firſt to get, then to acquaint His Majeſty vvith Se 
di*i- 1 7 Treaſonable Libels, for vrhat he did in that Service : Or vvho vill not believe Sir 
Geer ge Trely and Sir Robert Clayton, and both the Sheriffs at London, not ore!y cxregiorfly vvicked, 
but e: cry v+hit as reſh and vreak, and very unfit for ſo great Truſts. He that can get leave of 
hi: Þ aſon rt: believe all theſe things, may believe Er-Harys's Confeihon: But he that cannot, 
may {ce reaſon toadore, and to be thankful for the good Providence of Gzd, in ſuffering ſuch a 
Viil1in for ever to defame Dying Words of Papiſts, and to diſabuſe a compar.y of poor credulous 
Son's, vrho have had ſo much Faith to ſpare for their Sh2ms, upon this ſingle account, becauſe 
thcy vrere the Words of Dying Men. That vyhen Gavan's Lic, in his Dying Spzech, abour the One 
M1» ians amongit the Jeſuits that had held it layvful for private Perſons to kill the King, vvhen it 18 
knorvn it is the avoyred Dofttrine of multitudes of them in their Printed Buoks, v1ould not 
convince people, it heing onely rrhat Learned Men could by Reading find to be a Lie in a Dying 
Month; nor my Lord St2ford's Denial of his knovvledge of Tur bervil, vvhen the contrary after- 
ryerds rvas made appear by multitudes of Depeſtiovs printed by Smith; People might at laſt hare 
ſo plentiful a Proof of the falſh»wd of their Dying Words, as ordinary Perſons might under- 
nd, and none of any reaſonable modeſty coult! deny. And hovy he vrho hath taken ſuch 
pains to atteſt the moſt impudent Libel ever printed, v vill for it acquit him{clf to His moſt Sx 
2d Mr'efly, tothe ahole Nation, and particularly to thoſe worthy Patriors vvho arefſo abuſed in it, 
vvill be his, not my Concern to ſtudy, He vyho obſerved Fitz-Harys's Demeanvour from the firit 
fo the Inſt, could nut but diſcern him, after his firſt Apprehenfion, ready to ſay, deny, afhrn, or 
to do any thing, to ſave his Life: And if theſe vrerc indeed his ovyn Words, and he had not 
drank too much Pr.indy before he vvrote them, (as many thought he had the Morning he came t9 
his Trial) it is harl to imagine vvhat, but ſome hopes of ſaving his Life, cou! make him the Av- 
thor of ſo impndent a Story ; unleſs fume Popiſh Prieſt had perſuaded him it vi.as the next vvay 
to Heaven, an! ſecured him a ſudden Pardon and Abſoluvtion for the Sin of vrhar he did upon hs 
Confeſhon. But after this, it may vvell be hoped, vve ſhall hear no more of thc undoubted Cre- 
dit to he given to Mens Dying I #rds. 
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